THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

are represented as men, attended by snakes, but
without the serpent-canopy. There are also
temples dedicated to Nagini Devis, who were the
wives of Naga chiefs.

In some temples, the images of the Naga
demigods are draped in white calico, so that
only the heads are visible.

As elsewhere explained, since the Asuras be-
came Kshatriyas their souls have become Devas,
and those of their wives have become Devis.
Hence, there have been no Nagas or Naginis in
recent times. Those, whose shrines remain, be-
long to the distant past.

Within each temple is the image of the Naga
raja, with the serpent-canopy over his head.
There are also many iron trisulas, or tridents,
and representations of snakes in iron and stone,
which have been placed there by worshippers
as votive offerings. Besides these, are a lamp,
a dish for burning incense, and the sacred sungal,
gaja, or iron scourge, This is the exact counter-
part of that represented in the hand of the
Egyptian Osiris.

Besides the temples already mentioned, small
shrines containing rudely sculptured representa-
tions of serpents are numerous ; as also are similar
representations of the Naga, placed under trees.
To all these offerings are made.
'-.At the Naga temples the representation of the
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